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            Paris Ervin       217-558-0517          


Long-Term Road Closure Coming to 159TH
 (U.S. Route 6) Street in Harvey
159th Street Project currently on-schedule 
HARVEY-The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) announced today that 159th Street-U.S. Route 6 between Park Avenue and West/Center Avenue will be closed beginning September 8 until May, 2011.  
A detour for through traffic will be posted between Dixie Highway and Halsted Street (IL Route 1).  The detour route for traffic eastbound on 159th Street directs drivers north on Dixie Highway, east on Sibley Boulevard/IL-83 and south on Halsted Street (IL Route 1).  Westbound traffic will follow the same routes in the opposite direction. 
(Note: See attached graphic.)
“We do apologize for any inconvenience this may cause motorists, but in the long run the road improvements will make a big difference,” said IDOT Region 1 Engineer Diane O’Keefe.  “It is important to note during the closure all businesses on 159th St. between Halsted St. and Dixie Highway will be open.”

The road closure is required to allow for replacement of a narrow viaduct which currently carries Metra and Canadian National Railroad over 159th St.  IDOT will reconstruct the viaduct creating two lanes in each direction under the railroad with left turn lanes.  The project will provide significant congestion relief and reduce travel times on the notorious bottleneck between I-294 and I-94. 
In addition to the viaduct replacement, 159th Street is currently under construction from the Tri-state Tollway (I-294) to Halsted Street (IL Rt. 1) in Harvey and Markham, IL. The 159th Street Roadway Reconstruction Project will cost approximately $17.8 million dollars, which is federally funded.  The 159th Street Viaduct Reconstruction costs approximately $38.4 million dollars.
The project will provide significant congestion relief and reduce travel times on the notorious bottleneck between I-294 and I-94.  

(more)
159th Street Improvements

· Drainage Improvement
· Reconstruction of the street with new concrete pavement
· Widened viaduct with improved vertical clearance
· Two through lanes in each direction underneath viaduct
· Two through lanes in each direction, new medians, and dual left turn lanes between I-294 and Halsted (IL Rt. 1)
· Improved lighting
· Interconnected Traffic Signals
IDOT urges drivers to consider alternate routes, carpooling, and public transportation.  
All work and related closures dates are estimated and weather dependent.

For project information and work zone updates, please visit the 159th Street Viaduct Reconstruction web site at http://www.dot.il.gov/159st/viaduct/default.html.
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