
EMERGENCY PURCHASES 
 
 

Emergency Purchase Number AFF08-02 
 
Office/Division: Highways, Region 3/District 5, Bureau of Operations  
Address: 13473 IL Hwy 133 
 Paris, IL  61944-0610 
 
Responsible Chief Procurement Officer: Milton R. Sees  P.E. 
 
Vendor: See Attached Vendor List 
Address:  
  
Estimated Cost:  $1,100,000.00 Final Cost: $836,038.32 
 
This expenditure is justified as: 
 

 An emergency involving public health. 
 An emergency involving public safety. 
 Necessary to protect State property from further loss or damage. 
 Necessary to prevent or minimize serious disruption in State services. 
 Necessary to insure integrity of State records. 
 Quick purchase as provided by Section 20-30 (d) of the Illinois Procurement Code. 

 
The conditions and circumstances requiring this emergency expenditure are: 
 

On July 7, 2007 a tanker truck accident occurred on Interstate 74 just west of 
Downs, Illinois approximately milepost 141.  That accident resulted in a fire that 
caused extensive damage on two interstate structures, S.N. 057-0125 (EB) and 
S.N. 057-0126 (WB).  Both structures were initially closed and traffic was 
detoured onto other area routes.  Once the fire was extinguished we were able to 
reopen one lane on the eastbound structure but had to leave both lanes closed 
on the westbound structure.  Further review indicated the westbound structure 
would have to stay closed until the damaged superstructure could be replaced 
which meant long-term detour of westbound traffic.  The only option for returning 
westbound traffic flow in a reasonable time frame was to construct median 
crossovers, upgrade existing eastbound shoulders, repair two damaged beams 
on the eastbound structure, install concrete barrier and then install traffic control 
required to run both directions of traffic on the e4astbound side while the 
westbound structure was rebuilt.  While these interim repair items were being 
accomplished, the westbound traffic remained detoured via U.S. Route 136 and 
U.S. Route51.  In addition to the interim repairs, significant apparatus were 
required to safely direct and control the volume and type of traffic being detoured.  
This emergency purchase affidavit is requested to accomplish the work required 
to address the initial accident response, the efforts and apparatus associated with 
establishing and maintaining detour routes and the interim repairs required to get 
both directions of Interstate Route 74 opened to at least one lane of traffic.  There 
is a critical need to reopen all traffic lanes prior to the winter.  In order to expedite 
that process by assuring that long lead time materials required to repair the 
westbound bridge are available, this affidavit includes funds to purchase, fabricate 
and deliver steel beams and elastomeric bearing assemblies required for 
westbound superstructure replacement.  Once the work requested with this 



emergency affidavit is completed, we still will have to address complete repair of 
the westbound structure, remaining repairs on the eastbound structure and other 
highway facilities near the site that were damaged during the accident and 
subsequent fire by contract 
 
The vendors were selected based on qualifications and availability to respond to 
immediate needs. 
 
Under provisions of Title 23 U.S.C. Section 125, Governor Road R. Blagojevich 
proclaimed a State of Disaster on I-74 west of Downs in McLean County, Illinois, 
July 11, 2007. 

 




