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1-1.11 Division of Traffic Safety 

1-1.11(a) Description 

The Division of the Traffic Safety’s mission is to formulate, coordinate, and deliver information, 
services, and programs that will mobilize public and private resources to establish effective 
public policy and integrated programs to improve highway safety in Illinois.  The Division is 
responsible for the development and promulgation of regulations in areas of collision reporting, 
hazard materials transportation, vehicle inspection, motor carrier safety, school bus 
construction, safety responsibility, and cycle rider training.  The Division administers Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Assistant Program grant funds and Motorcycle Rider training funds. 
 
This Division is located at 3215 Executive Park Drive, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9484. 
 
 
1-1.11(b) Service to Local Agencies 

The Division of Traffic Safety provides grants for non-construction safety programs and 
distributes crash summaries and listings. 
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1-2 DIVISION OF HIGHWAYS 

1-2.01 General 

The Division of Highways is responsible for developing, maintaining, and operating the State 
highway system in a safe, timely, efficient, and economical manner.  The central bureaus of the 
Division are responsible for developing policies, procedures, standards, and guidelines to 
accomplish IDOT highway system improvement objectives.  The Central Bureau’s function is to 
monitor district programs to ensure Statewide uniformity of policy interpretation and compliance 
and to ensure program coordination with Federal, State, and local agencies. 
 
The mission of the Division of Highways is to: 
 
 Provide and manage with a professional work force the best highway system 

within available resources, which meets the needs of the public, and sustains 
and enhances the environment and economic climate of Illinois. 

 
The underlying goals for this mission are to: 
 
• Preserve and improve Illinois’ integrated highway system to make it the nation’s safest 

and most efficient. 

• Respect concerns for the environment and quality of life in planning, constructing, and 
maintaining that highway system. 

• Perform all activities in a professional, courteous, and service-oriented manner. 

• Pursue the use of innovative technologies that will provide high-quality facilities while 
reducing life-cycle costs. 

• Coordinate with elected officials, the public, local governments, and other governmental 
agencies in developing highway improvements. 

• Hire, train, and retain a top quality, highly motivated, professional workforce by providing 
a stimulating and rewarding work environment. 

• Coordinate with industry and professional associations to develop standards, 
specifications, and policies to provide safe and cost-effective facilities. 

 
Figure 1-2A presents the organization of the Division of Highways. 
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1-2.02 Bureau of Operations 

1-2.02(a) Description 

In general, the Bureau of Operations is responsible for the operation of the State highway 
system and its intersections with local highways.  This responsibility requires that the Bureau of 
Operations establish policies and procedures that provide for the protection of public investment 
in new and existing transportation facilities, and for providing for safe, smooth, and efficient 
traffic flow under both normal conditions, and when construction or maintenance activities are 
under way.  The Bureau monitors the activity of maintenance operations, services, and roadside 
development carried on by the districts and provides an annual day labor work program for the 
districts.  The Traffic Operations Section performs the following activities: 
 
• develops standards and specifications to ensure uniform application of traffic control 

devices on all streets and highways; 

• ensures equitable and efficient handling of all applications for oversized and overweight 
vehicle movements; 

• recommends revisions in the Illinois Vehicle Code as changes in the system and traffic 
patterns occur; and 

• promotes a wide range of activities to inform the public of traffic conditions, laws, and 
operational safety. 

 
The Maintenance Operation Section of the Bureau of Operations develops and publishes policy 
regarding oversized and overweight permit movements on State highways, reviews and issues 
permits, collects fees, maintains accounting records, and deposits funds for State highways. 
 
 
1-2.02(b) Service to Local Agencies 

This Bureau does not provide any direct services to local agencies. 
 
 
1-2.03 Bureau of Bridges and Structures 

1-2.03(a) Description 

The Bureau of Bridges and Structures is responsible for planning and designing the State’s 
Bridge Engineering Program, developing policies, specifications, and standards in order to 
facilitate the best use of resources for accomplishing the objectives of the Division of Highways. 
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1-2.03(b) Service to Local Agencies 

The Local Bridge Unit provides administrative and technical support to local agencies to assist 
them in the development of bridge construction, rehabilitation, and replacement projects, and by 
ensuring that measures are taken to evaluate the safety of local agency bridges, including: 
 
• reviewing Bridge Condition Reports, Preliminary Bridge Designs and Hydraulic Reports, 

and bridge plans; 

• inspecting and rating bridges to determine load-carrying capacity; 

• reviewing load-carrying capacity analyses and bridge posting recommendations 
prepared by consulting engineers; 

• reviewing local agency construction and permit loadings; 

• reviewing and developing bridge repair details; 

• providing specific information for NBIS inspection scheduling to minimize NBIS 
inspection delinquencies; 

• developing policies and procedures to provide local agencies with efficient and effective 
methods of complying with NBIS inspection and evaluation requirements; and 

• preparing and presenting training classes to provide information on basic NBIS 
inspection procedures, use of the Structures Information Management System, scour 
evaluation, and bridge repair methods. 

 
 
1-2.04 Bureau of Design and Environment 

1-2.04(a) Description 

This Bureau of Design and Environment (BDE) is responsible for developing standards, 
specifications, and policies for the design of the State highway network.  It processes plans and 
contract documents through the letting stage.  It is responsible for the final review and approval 
of project location studies and Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) for State highway 
projects.  It provides aerial photography and photographic services for IDOT and other State 
agencies. 
 
 
1-2.04(b) Service to Local Agencies 

The Bureau of Design and Environment provides the following services to local agencies: 
 
• conducting environmental resource surveys for local agency transportation projects; 

• serving as a liaison with a variety of State and Federal agencies regarding 
environmental related issues; 
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• processing plans and proposals for local agency projects being let by the State through 

the letting process, and determines the official State estimate for these projects; 

• reviewing local agency lighting plans;  

• processing agreements with local agencies for projects on the State highway system; 
and 

• preparing the IDOT Highway Standards and Standard Specifications for Road and 
Bridge Construction. 

 
 
1-2.05 Bureau of Land Acquisition 

1-2.05(a) Description 

The Bureau of Land Acquisition is responsible for developing, evaluating, and interpreting the 
policies and procedures for planning and implementing the Statewide Land Acquisition 
Program.  Included in this program are allied functions (e.g., relocation assistance, property 
management, review of right-of-way plans). 
 
The Bureau works closely with the Office of the Illinois Attorney General in order to coordinate 
and plan IDOT activities relative to assignments, settlements, trials, appeals, title approval, 
opinions, legislative actions, and other legal matters. 
 
The Bureau also is responsible for developing and administering standards of review of 
operational performance and for reviewing and processing right-of-way expenditures. 
 
 
1-2.05(b) Service to Local Agencies 

The Bureau of Land Acquisition reviews land acquisition documents for local transportation 
projects when Federal funds are being used to acquire the right-of-way, and certifies that right-
of-way has been acquired in accordance with Federal procedures for local projects constructed 
with Federal funds. 
 
 
1-2.06 Bureau of Construction 

1-2.06(a) Description 

The Bureau of Construction is responsible for the following activities: 
 
• providing policies that result in quality construction, 

• approving changes in contracts for State-let and Federal day labor projects, 

• approving all contractor payments for State-let and Federal day labor projects, 
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• approving all time extensions, 

• reviewing district construction activities, 

• providing uniform contract interpretation, and 

• prequalifying contractors. 
 
 
1-2.06(b) Service to Local Agencies 

The services provided to local agencies include the following: 
 
• collecting payments for State-let contracts with joint agreements; 

• providing construction oversight, through the districts, on State-let contracts and Federal 
day labor projects; 

• handling/processing contractor claims, through the districts, for State-let contracts; 

• prequalifying contractors and providing this information to the local agency; 

• issuing plans and proposals for projects on State letting; 

• providing instructors for Technology Transfer training program classes for local agency 
inspectors; and 

• issuing the Schedule of Average Annual Equipment Ownership Expense. 
 
 
1-2.07 Bureau of Materials and Physical Research 

1-2.07(a) Description 

The Bureau of Materials and Physical Research (BMPR), located at 126 East Ash Street, 
Springfield, Illinois, 62704-4766, is involved in numerous Statewide materials issues, applied 
research studies, problem solving, new product evaluations, and special pavement 
management, design, and rehabilitation activities.  The following provides a brief description for 
each of the Sections within the BMPR: 
 
1. Tests Section.  This Section includes 10 laboratories that perform tests on hot-mix 

asphalt, portland cement concrete, aggregate, soils, reinforcing steel, paint, and almost 
every other material used for highway construction.  The laboratories are staffed with 
skilled engineering technicians, geologists, and chemists that are responsible for 
Statewide materials testing.  The Tests Section coordinates research efforts, evaluates 
new test methods, and serves as consultants to the districts on a wide variety of 
technical problems.  Materials research is conducted in the BMPR laboratories, in the 
field, and in conjunction with universities. 

 
2. Physical Research Section.  This Section is comprised of the Pavement Technology, 

Technical Services, Products Evaluation, and the Bridge Investigations Unit.  The 
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Physical Research side of the Bureau typically conducts more formal research studies.  
The Section performs the following activities: 

 
• planning and conducting investigations of pavement design, pavement 

rehabilitation, and material-oriented problems; 

• investigating problems related to the design, construction, and rehabilitation of 
bridges and structures; and 

• preparing special technical administrative reports. 
 
3. Administrative Services Section.  This Section manages the Materials Integrated System 

for Test Information and Communication (MISTIC) and the Test Information Unit.  This 
Section supports MISTIC, IDOT’s materials testing and inspection databases, and 
provides support for the Statewide materials certification review process.  The MISTIC 
and Test Information Unit also maintains the Trained Technician database and a SAS 
data warehouse that provides many users throughout IDOT with interactive access to 
key materials testing and inspection data and laboratory inspection information. 

 
 
1-2.07(b) Service to Local Agencies 

The Bureau of Materials and Physical Research provides support for the use of experimental 
products and inspection of materials.  Limited field-testing support services are available to local 
agencies upon request through the district offices. 
 
 
1-2.08 District One 

1-2.08(a) Organization 

Section 1-2.08 provides brief descriptions of each of the Sections and Units that comprise 
District One.  Figure 1-2B presents the organization of District One. 
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1-2.08(b) EEO and Labor Compliance Section 

This Section ensures that all contracts are completed within the EEO and Labor Compliance 
Section and monitors contractor implementation of EEO/labor compliance requirements and 
workforce utilization.  It provides advisory assistance regarding EEO and labor compliance 
provisions and policies. 
 
Additionally, the Section coordinates and monitors IDOT’s Disadvantaged Business Enterprises 
(DBE) Program.  This Program involves ensuring that district DBE goals are met.  It determines 
set-aside projects for DBE contractors for each letting and assists contractors in setting DBE 
goals and objectives. 
 
 
1-2.08(c) Public Information Section 

The Public Information Section provides audio-visual, graphic, photographic, and writing 
assistance to the District for public information regarding district programs.  It also coordinates 
the location, scheduling, publicity, and presentations for district project public meetings and 
public hearings. 
 
 
1-2.08(d) Bureau of Administrative Services 

This Bureau of Administrative Services is responsible for efficiently planning, directing, 
coordinating, implementing, and monitoring IDOT’s administrative and management policies 
and programs required for the annual improvement program, operating budget, personnel 
services, safety and claims activities, business services, and information services activities in 
District One. 
 
 
1-2.08(e) Bureau of Electrical Operations 

The Bureau of Electrical Operations is responsible for the development and application of 
products and systems to meet the lighting, stormwater removal, communications, mechanical, 
and electrical needs of District One.  The Bureau is additionally responsible for maintaining 
existing systems at an acceptable level of service while minimizing costs. 
 
 
1-2.08(f) Bureau of Maintenance 

This Bureau of Maintenance is responsible for coordinating and implementing all activities for 
the preservation, maintenance, and roadside development of the State highway system in 
District One. 
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1-2.08(g) Bureau of Traffic 

The Bureau of Traffic is responsible for implementing policies, procedures, and programs for the 
design, installation, operation, and maintenance of traffic control devices to ensure the safe and 
efficient operation of the State highway system in District One.  The Bureau issues access and 
roadway permits, and initiates projects and programs for the elimination of collisions and 
congestion.  In addition, the Traffic System Center (TSC) and the Emergency Traffic Patrol 
(ETP) are responsible for providing safe and efficient flow of traffic on expressways in District 
One.  This is accomplished through specialized automated traffic surveillance, control, and 
information systems. 
 
 
1-2.08(h) Bureau of Design 

The Bureau of Design develops contract documents for the construction of new and the 
improvement of existing State system facilities.  The Bureau also administers the grade crossing 
improvement programs and utility permit policy for State-maintained highways. 
 
 
1-2.08(i) Bureau of Land Acquisition 

This Bureau of Land Acquisition is responsible for the following:   
 
• directing negotiation activities for the acquisition of private lands needed for highway 

improvement projects; 

• providing relocation assistance to those displaced by acquisitions; 

• conducting and reviewing appraisals, and determining the compensation to be offered 
for lands, rights, and easements needed for State transportation projects; 

• providing expert valuation testimony in eminent domain proceedings; 

• administering the Highway Advertising and Junkyard Control Acts, which entails 
maintaining inventories of existing signs and junkyards; 

• preparing and/or reviewing plans, plants, legal descriptions, appraisal maps, and 
pertinent documents for right-of-way appraisal and acquisition; 

• preparing condemnation information and exhibits; and 

• conducting or coordinating supplemental surveys to obtain property and land line 
information. 

 
 
1-2.08(j) Bureau of Programming 

The Bureau of Programming is responsible for integrating engineering, sociological, 
environmental, and economic factors in the coordination of transportation systems planning in 
District One.  This Bureau also coordinates economic and needs studies, annual and long-range 
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programs, and transportation facility location and environmental studies.  The Bureau includes 
the following Sections: 
 
1. Data Bank Unit.  The Data Bank Unit obtains, updates, analyzes, and disseminates 

physical roadway, structural, collision, and traffic characteristic data required to develop, 
evaluate, and prioritize the annual and multiyear Highway Improvement Program. 

 
2. Program Development Section.  This Section develops and recommends projects for 

inclusion in the annual and multiyear Highway Improvement Program based on the 
current and future needs of the State highway system. 

 
3. Project and Environmental Studies Section.  This Section prepares corridor and design 

study reports to define alternative solutions to implement programmed projects as a 
prerequisite to the preparation of contract plans for constructing improvements. 

 
 
1-2.08(k) Bureau of Construction 

The Bureau of Construction is responsible for the supervision and administration of all contracts 
for State and local Federally funded highway improvements in District One from the time of 
award until construction is completed. 
 
The Construction Supervision – STP Section ensures that Federally funded local improvement 
projects are constructed in accordance with plans, specifications, and special provisions. 
 
 
1-2.08(l) Bureau of Local Roads and Streets (BLRS) 

The Bureau of Local Roads and Streets is responsible for administering the expenditure of a 
wide variety of funds for transportation purposes available to local government agencies in 
District One.  The Bureau also renders guidance and assistance to local agencies in planning, 
financing, designing, constructing, and maintaining local highway and street systems.  The 
Bureau includes the following Sections: 
 
1. Field Engineering Section.  This Section approves local agency proposals for the 

expenditure of MFT and TBP funds and ensures proper control of these funds.  It also 
approves plans, specifications, and estimates for local agency construction projects 
financed by a wide variety of local and State funds. 

 
2. Program and Office Section.  This Section is responsible for the following: 
 

• reviewing of the approval plans, specifications, and estimates for State and/or 
Federally funded local agency construction projects to ensure compliance with 
established policies, standards, and procedures; 
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• reviewing and recommending action on all documents (e.g., location and design 
reports, project agreements) required for local agencies to expend allocations of 
State and Federal funds; 

• administering the bi-annual Bridge Inspection Program for bridges on the local 
system; and 

• auditing the local agencies expenditure of MFT funds. 
 
 
1-2.08(m) Bureau of Materials 

The Bureau of Materials is responsible for the inspection and testing of materials used in the 
construction and maintenance of highways and other agency projects in District One.  Among 
others, key accountabilities include: 
 
• preparing geotechnical reports, providing technical expertise, and reviewing consultant 

geotechnical reports, as required for highway improvements; 

• providing approved laboratory and trained technician information from IDOT databases; 

• assisting the local agency with mixture designs and verification; 

• by agreement, providing materials sampling and testing services at plants and locations 
where an IDOT inspector is present; and 

• providing local agencies materials inspection and test information from the MISTIC 
system. 

 
 
1-2.09 Districts Two through Nine 

1-2.09(a) Organization 

Figure 1-2C presents the organization of Districts Two through Nine. 
 
 
1-2.09(b) EEO and Labor Compliance Section 

This Section ensures that all EEO and labor compliance contracts are completed, and also 
monitors contractor implementation of EEO/labor compliance requirements. 
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In addition, it coordinates and monitors IDOT’s Disadvantaged Business Enterprises Program 
(DBE), which involves: 
 
• ensuring that district DBE goals are met, 

• determining set-aside projects for DBE contractors, and 

• assisting contractors in setting DBE goals and objectives. 
 
 
1-2.09(c) Bureau of Administrative Services 

The Bureau of Administrative Services is responsible for efficiently planning, directing, 
coordinating, implementing, and monitoring IDOT’s administrative and management policies 
and programs throughout the districts.  These programs include the annual improvement 
program, operating budget, personnel services, safety and claims activities, business services, 
and data processing activities.  The following are brief descriptions of the Sections that 
comprise the Bureau of Administrative Services: 
 
1. Business Services Section.  This Section ensures purchases and contractual service 

contracts are in compliance with State purchasing regulations and IDOT policy, and that 
all purchases, receiving, and distribution are handled in an expeditious manner. 

 
2. Data Processing Section. This Section maintains the electronic data processing 

equipment and software. 
 
3. Financial Services Section.  This Section develops, coordinates, and administers the 

annual operating budget. 
 
4. Personnel Services Section.  This Section investigates reports of damage to State 

property, instigates collection proceedings when appropriate, and conducts investigation 
of damage claims by owners. 

 
 
1-2.09(d) Bureau of Operations 

The Bureau of Operations is responsible for coordinating and implementing all activities for the 
preservation, maintenance, and roadside development of the State highway system.  In 
addition, it is responsible for implementing policies, procedures, and programs for the 
installation, operation, and maintenance of traffic control devices to ensure the safe and efficient 
operation of the State highway system.  The Bureau issues roadway access and special vehicle 
permits, and initiates projects and programs for the elimination of crashes and congestion.  A 
brief description for each of the Sections that comprise the Bureau of Operations is included in 
the following: 
 
1. Design and Planning Section.  The Design and Planning Section reviews requests and 

issues permits relative to highway access to ensure traffic safety and the protection of 
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the system without deferring private or commercial development, and coordinates the 
execution of special vehicle movements over State highways.  The Section reviews and 
assists in the development of traffic control plans for highway projects and investigates 
and resolves traffic control problems encountered on district construction and 
maintenance projects. 

 
2. Maintenance Field Engineering Section.  This Section performs all normal and 

emergency maintenance activities to provide a safe and usable highway system, and 
inspects Interstate rest areas. 

 
3. Traffic Operations Section.  The Traffic Operations Section is responsible for the 

following activities: 
 

• developing and implementing programs for the installation, operation, and 
maintenance of traffic control devices; 

• developing traffic plans for planned and emergency road closures; 

• providing for the maintenance of pavement markings including edgelines, 
centerlines, lanelines, no-passing zones, curbs, and any other determined 
special markings; 

• installing and maintaining all traffic signs on the State system; and  

• fabricating special signs, as needed. 
 
1-2.09(e) Bureau of Program Development 

The Bureau of Program Development is responsible for integrating engineering, sociological, 
environmental, and economic factors in the coordination of transportation systems planning 
through coordination of economic and needs studies, annual and long-range programs, and 
transportation facility location and environmental studies.  The following provides brief 
descriptions of the Sections that comprise this Bureau: 
 
1. Land Acquisition Section.  The Land Acquisition Section is responsible for the following: 
 

• directing negotiation activities for the acquisition of private lands needed for 
highway improvement projects; 

• providing relocation assistance to those displaced by acquisitions; 

• conducting and reviewing appraisals, and determining the compensation to be 
offered for lands, rights, and easements needed for State transportation projects; 

• providing expert valuation testimony in eminent domain proceedings; 

• administering the Highway Advertising and Junkyard Control Acts, which entails 
maintaining inventories of existing signs and junkyards; 
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• preparing and/or reviewing plats, plans, legal descriptions, appraisal maps, and 
pertinent documents for right-of-way appraisal and acquisition; 

• preparing condemnation information and exhibits; and 

• conducting or coordinating supplemental surveys to obtain property and land line 
information. 

 
2. Programming Section.  This Section is responsible for developing and recommending 

projects for inclusion in the annual and multi-year Highway Improvement Programs 
based on the current and forecasted needs of the State highway system.  The Section 
also conducts the followings activities: 

 
• prepares traffic counts and intersection turning movements for needs studies;  

• updates traffic maps;  

• performs pavement condition rating surveys;  

• maintains database of physical characteristics of transportation systems; and 

• produces and coordinates various visual aid programs to provide information to 
district personnel and the general public. 

 
3. Project Support Section.  This Section reviews and/or prepares utility adjustment 

agreements; approves utility permit applications; conducts inspections of utility 
adjustments and ensures that all district State construction projects are clear of utility 
conflicts, as well as inspects and monitors highway-railroad grade crossings; oversees 
grade crossing construction work performed by railroad forces; and prepares annual 
inspections of grade crossing protection equipment. 

 
4. Studies and Plans Section.  This Section performs the following activities: 
 

• prepares and reviews corridors/design study reports, plans, specifications, and 
associated documents for State highway improvements; 

• prepares and distributes all necessary Environmental Impact Statements (EIS), 
Environmental Assessments (EA), and related special studies for district State 
projects; 

• determines environmental impact of projects and recommends methods for 
minimizing adverse impacts during the development of alternatives; 

• coordinates and/or conducts public hearings to provide public involvement in 
study recommendations; 

• prepares interchange/intersection geometrics and reviews consultant’s plans and 
documents; 

• conducts alignment and access studies; 

• develops capacity analysis;  
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• determines traffic signal warrants; and 

• advises on geometric design. 
 
 
1-2.09(f) Bureau of Project Implementation 

In General, the Bureau of Project Implementation is responsible for the supervision and 
administration of all contracts for highway improvements from the time of award until 
construction is completed, and for the inspection and testing of materials used in the 
construction and maintenance of highways and other agency projects throughout the districts.  
The following describes the functions of the Sections that comprise this Bureau: 
 
1. Construction Section.  This Section ensures that construction projects for highway 

improvements are in compliance with plans, specifications, and IDOT policies for State 
highways and local Federally funded projects.  In District 5, this function is provided by 
the Bureau of Local Roads and Streets. 

 
2. Implementation Support Section.  This Section prepares and processes project 

documentation and reports, resolves discrepancies and deviations from policy, and 
performs materials certification reviews. 

 
3. Materials Section.  This Section is responsible for the following: 
 

• preparing geotechnical reports, provides technical expertise, and reviews 
consultant geotechnical reports, as required for highway improvements; 

• providing approved laboratory and trained technician information from IDOT 
databases; 

• may assist the local agency with mixture designs and verification; 

• by agreement, may provide materials sampling and testing services at plants and 
locations where an IDOT inspector is present; and 

• providing local agencies materials inspection and test information from the 
MISTIC system. 

 
 
1-2.09(g) Bureau of Local Roads and Streets (BLRS) 

The Bureau of Local Roads and Streets is responsible for administering the expenditure of 
various funds for transportation purposes available to local government agencies.  
 
Additionally, the Bureau renders guidance and assistance to local agencies in planning, 
financing, designing, constructing, administering NBIS, and maintaining local highway and street 
systems. 
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Other responsibilities include: 
 
• approving local agencies’ proposals for expenditure of MFT, State, and Federal funds 

and ensures proper control of these funds; 

• approving plans, specifications, and estimates for local agency construction projects 
involving MFT, State, and Federal funds; 

• monitoring local agency transportation projects to ensure compliance with State and 
Federal guidelines; 

• providing engineering expertise and guidance in the resolution of local agency 
construction and maintenance problems; 

• coordinating and performing administrative activities required to assist local agencies in 
developing, constructing, and maintaining local street and highway projects using MFT, 
State, and Federal funding; 

• reviewing and approving plans, specifications, and estimates for MFT, State, and/or 
Federally funded local agency construction projects to ensure compliance with 
established policies, standards, and procedures; 

• reviewing and recommending action on all documents (e.g., environmental 
assessments, location and design reports, project agreements) required for local 
agencies to expend allocations of State and Federal funds; 

• administering the bi-annual Bridge Inspection Program for bridges on the local system; 
and 

• auditing the local agencies expenditures of MFT funds. 
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1-3 CENTRAL BUREAU OF LOCAL ROADS AND STREETS 

1-3.01 General 

Figure 1-3A presents the organization of the Central BLRS. 
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CENTRAL BUREAU OF LOAD ROADS AND STREETS 
Figure 1-3A 

 
 
 
1-3.02 Local Program Development Section 

The Local Program Development Section is responsible for local roads and streets not assigned 
to a particular unit and the examination and approval of county engineer candidates.  
 
 
1-3.02(a) Planning and Programming Unit 

This Unit performs the following activities: 
 
• develops and monitors the annual and multiyear local agency programs; 

• disburses and monitors MFT allocations; 

• disburses special incentive program funds; and 

• acts as a clearinghouse for highway jurisdictional issues, including transfers. 
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1-3.02(b) Policy and Procedures Unit 

The Policy and Procedures Unit is responsible for the following activities: 
 
• formulating and disseminating policies, procedures, specifications, special provisions, 

and design criteria that are responsive to the needs of local governments and IDOT; 

• serving as liaison with local government agencies, the FHWA, other bureaus in IDOT, 
district offices, and consultants to obtain their input in the development of policies and 
procedures; 

• evaluating and initiating actions based on technical research conclusions and changes in 
State, Federal, and national regulations to ensure compliance; 

• providing technical and administrative advise to assist local governments in the planning, 
inventory, inspection, repair, design, rehabilitation, construction, and maintenance of 
highway projects; 

• analyzing State and Federal legislation to determine the need for new construction 
specifications; 

• monitoring, analyzing the impacts, and developing IDOT’s positions on proposed 
legislation that affect IDOT and local agencies; 

• incorporating legislative changes to IDOT’s Road, Bridge and Other Related Laws of 
Illinois; and 

• maintaining the Local Roads and Streets Manual. 
 
 
1-3.02(c) Technology Transfer Unit 

The Technology Transfer Unit administers the Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) and 
the Technology Transfer Center (T2).  The LTAP is a Federally funded program. 
 
To qualify for the funding, the T2 Center must, at a minimum, comply with the following 
requirements: 
 
1. Mailing List.  The Center must maintain a mailing list of local agencies, consulting 

engineers, and miscellaneous customers. 
 
2. Publishing a Quarterly Newsletter.  The Center publishes the Illinois Interchange 

Newsletter.  The newsletter contains articles that address the local agency needs, and 
provides more efficient and economical means of highway/street construction and 
maintenance. 

 
3. Technology Transfer.  Through a video/publication library, a reference library, and 

IDOT’s library.  Videos provided by the library may be reproduced or loaned.  The 
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publications are free of charge.  Materials from either the reference library or IDOT’s 
library may be loaned for a two-week period. 

 
4. Training for Agencies and Others.  The classes, seminars, and workshops are tuition 

free and on a first-come, first-serve basis with the exception of local agencies.  Local 
agencies receive first priority.  

 
5. Special Programs.  The Center sponsors and co-sponsors special programs and 

services, provides exhibits, and makes presentations for local agency conferences. 
 
 
1-3.03 Local Project Implementation Section 

The following describes the activities of the Project Development and Project Support Units 
within the Local Project Implementation Section of Central BLRS. 
 
 
1-3.03(a) Project Development Unit 

The Project Development Unit performs the following activities: 
 
• provides oversight of the district’s management of the local MFT and TBP programs and 

special State-funded programs for local agencies.  It approves design variances and 
policy exceptions to the MFT policies and procedures; 

• recommends FHWA approval of environmental documents for Federally funded projects; 

• provides concurrence in categorical exclusion and design approval of Federally funded 
projects; 

• coordinates environmental surveys and reviews for local agency projects with the 
Bureau of Design and Environment and resource agencies; 

• attends district early coordination meetings; 

• attends district county engineer meetings; 

• provides guidance to the districts and local agencies in the development and 
construction of projects; 

• coordinates the Emergency Relief Program; and 

• serves as the State Project Officer for FEMA declared disasters. 
 
1-3.03(b) Project Support Unit 

The Project Support Unit performs the following: 
 
• prepares the Notice to Contractors Weekly Bulletin; 

• obtains Federal authorization; 
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• reviews and approves Federally funded contract and Day Labor construction projects for 

local agencies; 

• reviews/executes joint funding agreements for Federal/State-funded projects; 

• approves Federally funded engineering contracts for local projects; 

• prepares Federal/State project agreements for reimbursement to IDOT; 

• represents IDOT at Illinois Commerce Commission (ICC) hearings involving local 
rail/highway projects, and administers local projects using Grade Crossing Protection 
funds; 

• establishes annual local projects for the Federal Rail/Highway Safety Improvement 
Program; 

• prepares agreements for local rail/highway projects using Federal or State funds; and 

• coordinates local rail crossing projects with other State/local roadway improvements. 
 
 
1-3.04 Local Agency Services Section 

The following presents brief descriptions of the activities conducted by the Fiscal Control Unit 
and the Program Data Management Unit housed within the Local Agency Services Section. 
 
 
1-3.04(a) Fiscal Control Unit 

The Fiscal Control Unit performs the following: 
 
• generates Contract Obligation Documents (COD) for local agencies and railroad 

companies based on executed agreements; and 

• reviews invoices and makes payments to local agencies/railroad companies based on 
executed agreements. 

 
 
1-3.04(b) Program Data Management Unit 

The Program Data Management Unit is responsible for the following activities: 
 
• providing technical support, advice, and education to maximize use of the counties’, 

districts’, and Central Bureau’s word processing equipment, microcomputers, and data 
systems; 

• innovating and enhancing the present MFT/FED data systems to meet change needs. 

• updating the Federal database to generate reports which are current and beneficial to 
management; 

• offering support to users of the MFT system with emphasis on the Federal side; 
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• encouraging, promoting, and coordinating the integration of the Bureau’s data systems 

with other IDOT and local agency systems to expand and share usable data; 

• serving as chairperson to the district/Central BLRS computer committee; 

• serving as chief advisor to the Illinois County Engineers Computer Committee; 

• assisting local agencies in developing usable and compatible networks of databases to 
promote uniformity in the Statewide systems; 

• functioning as liaison between the Bureau of Information Processing and BLRS; and 

• ensuring that all BLRS forms are current and other Bureau information is added and 
updated on IDOT’s website. 
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