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This special provision was developed by the Bureau of Materials and Physical 
Research to bring the Quality Control testing frequency more in line with 
nationwide standards. 
 
It should be inserted in HMA contracts. 
 
The districts should include the BDE Check Sheet marked with the applicable 
special provisions for the January 15, 2010 letting and subsequent lettings.  
The Project Development and Implementation Section will include a copy in 
the contract. 
 
This special provision will be available on the transfer directory September 25, 2009. 
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HOT-MIX ASPHALT – PLANT TEST FREQUENCY (BDE) 
 
Effective:  April 1, 2008 
Revised:  January 1, 2010 
 
Revise the table in Article 1030.05(d)(2)a. of the Standard Specifications to read: 
 

 
 

“Parameter 

Frequency of 
Tests 
 
High ESAL 
Mixture 
Low ESAL Mixture 

Frequency of Tests 
 
All Other Mixtures 

Test Method 
See Manual of 

Test 
Procedures for 

Materials 

Aggregate 
Gradation 
 
 
 
% passing sieves: 
1/2 in. (12.5 mm),  
No. 4 (4.75 mm),  
No. 8 (2.36 mm),  
No. 30 (600 μm)  
No. 200 (75 μm) 
 
Note 1. 

 
1 washed ignition 
oven test on the 
mix per half day of 
production 
 
Note 4. 

 
1 washed ignition 
oven test on the 
mix per day of 
production 
 
Note 4. 

 
Illinois 
Procedure  

Asphalt Binder 
Content by Ignition 
Oven 

 
Note 2. 

 
1 per half day of 
production 

 
1 per day 

 
Illinois-Modified 
AASHTO T 308 
 

VMA 

Note 3. 

Day’s production  
≥ 1200 tons: 
 
1 per half day of 
production 
 
 

N/A  Illinois Modified 
AASHTO R 35 

Day’s production 
< 1200 tons: 
 
1 per half day of 
production for first  
2 days and 1 per 
day thereafter 
(first sample of the 
day) 

Air Voids 
 
Bulk Specific 
Gravity 
of Gyratory Sample  
 

Day’s production  
≥ 1200 tons: 
 
1 per half day of 
production 
 

 
 

1 per day 
 

 
 
Illinois-Modified 
AASHTO T 312  
 



 
 

“Parameter 

Frequency of 
Tests 
 
High ESAL 
Mixture 
Low ESAL Mixture 

Frequency of Tests 
 
All Other Mixtures 

Test Method 
See Manual of 

Test 
Procedures for 

Materials 

 Day’s production 
< 1200 tons: 
 
1 per half day of 
production for first  
2 days and 1 per 
day thereafter 
(first sample of the 
day) 

 
Maximum Specific 
Gravity of Mixture 
 

Day’s production ≥ 
1200 tons: 
 
1 per half day of 
production 
 

 
1 per day 

 
Illinois-Modified 
AASHTO T 209 

Day’s production 
< 1200 tons: 
 
1 per half day of 
production for first  
2 days and 1 per 
day thereafter 
(first sample of the 
day) 

 
Note 1.  The No. 8 (2.36 mm) and No. 30 (600 μm) sieves are not required for All Other 
Mixtures. 
 
Note 2.  The Engineer may waive the ignition oven requirement for asphalt binder content if the 
aggregates to be used are known to have ignition asphalt binder content calibration factors 
which exceed 1.5 percent.  If the ignition oven requirement is waived, other Department 
approved methods shall be used to determine the asphalt binder content. 
 
Note 3.  The Gsb used in the voids in the mineral aggregate (VMA) calculation shall be the same 
average Gsb value listed in the mix design. 
 
Note 4.  The Engineer reserves the right to require additional hot bin gradations for batch plants 
if control problems are evident.” 
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