IDOT’S COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABILITY
					By Steve Massey
	The Illinois Department of Transportation consists of a staff of approximately 5,500 and occupies nearly four and one half million square feet of space. Given these numbers, it is apparent that what IDOT does in terms of Green Initiatives can impact the environment of the state. The Illinois Department of Transportation has been active in the Green Government Coordinating Council over the last several years and has now stepped up the pace of greening  the department.
	Governor, Pat Quinn has issued an Executive Order 11(2009) to reduce the environmental impact of Illinois state government operations and IDOT is responding to the call.  The Executive Order calls for efforts in the areas of energy efficiency and conservation, water quality and conservation, sustainable transportation, education and outreach, and the cooperation and participation of other entities.  IDOT has set several goals on the road to sustainability. The goals are a combination of working internally with staff and externally by reaching out to the traveling public. One of the major hurdles in a process of this magnitude is to increase staff awareness. Staff participation will be a prime factor in the success of these goals. To this end, IDOT will increase the number of employee sustainability projects, create a website that can be accessed by staff, recognize staff for green practices, and strive to make this a very inclusionary process.
	IDOT is a large energy consumer and decreasing that consumption will be high on the list of goals. Many of the strategies to reduce energy use are simple procedures such as turning off lights when a room is not in use, following through with routine maintenance of equipment and vehicles, installing occupancy sensors for rooms that constant lighting is not needed, the closing of blinds when rooms are not being used, turning off computers that are not in use, installing LED bulbs when permitable, capturing rainwater for the watering of landscapes (rainbarrels), installing low flow fixtures on water faucets, reducing leaks and drips and implementing a tracking system of electricty and water use.
	The reduction of fuel use will be another goal to strive for. This can be accomplished by video conferencing and conference calls instead of traveling, tuning up vehicles regularly, keeping tires properly inflated, using public transportation when feasible, replacing older less fuel efficient vehicles, using E-85 or biodiesel when appropriate, car pooling when possible, and also reducing idling. Within IDOT offices, the recyling of paper, plastic bottles, cans, batteries, and toner cartridges will contribute to the effort.  Conversion to green cleaning supplies and the use of 100% post-consumer recycled paper will be encouraged and the use of non-toxic correction fluid, glues and pastes can also play a part.  Proper inventory and storage space organization can reduce waste from uneeded ordering of supplies as well.
	IDOT has made many strides to promote greening within the department and has placed great importance on informing the public of how they can contribute their efforts.  The department recycles up to 50,000 aluminum highway signs each year. The recycling of these signs saves over 190,000 gallons of water and 427,000 pounds of aluminum annually and the process saves Illinois taxpayers $600,000 a year.  The department recycles 1000 tons of scrap rubber picked up along the roadways and transforms the rubber into playground mats and other products, which is then sold. Broken concrete and asphalt is recycled and used as aggregate in construction materials.  The Adopt-A-Highway program is a citizen involvement program that includes more than 10,000 volunteers.  The volunteer groups clean 3,400 miles of roadway and on average collect over 32,000 bags of trash.  There has been a conversion of 6,250 traffic signals from incandescent bulbs to LEDs, the purchase of E-85 and hybrid vehicles and trucks that use low sulfur emission biodiesel.  IDOT has developed a brochure to inform the traveling public where to find biofuel stations.  In order to educate the traveling public, the biofuel brochures, and other brochures detailing IDOT’s green initiatives and fuel conservation efforts, have been developed and placed at rest areas around the state of Illinois and have also been distributed at public events.  The installation of blue board signage on interstates indicate if there are biofuel stations at the exits.
	There is an effort underway to encourage more truckers to use PrePass.  PrePass (similar to I-Pass) is a transponder that enables trucks to bypass Illinois DOT truck weigh stations and, therefore, reduces emissions caused by idling and accelerating to leave the station.  In 2007 this system prevented 2,896 metric tons of emissions from entering the atmosphere and saved over 1,311,833 gallons of fuel. At this time only 25% of trucks use PrePass in Illinois. PrePass is printing 175,000 flyers on 100% post-consumer recycled paper at no cost to the state to help encourage truckers to get on board with this progam to save more emissions and fuel.
The Illinois Department of Transportation is committed to being a strong leader in sustainablity and greening efforts. Any commitment such as this is only as strong as the people behind it. At IDOT – our commitment is strong.

