	
	State of Illinois
Pat Quinn, Governor

Illinois Department of Transportation
Gary Hannig, Secretary

	


[image: ]FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE		 	CONTACT:			    	      
Sept. 10, 2010       				            Josh Kauffman 	217.558.0517      Guy Tridgell                312.814.4693		           
						
IDOT Announces Progress on IL Rt. 59 Project
New Ramp to Open from NB-55 to IL Rt. 59 in Shorewood

Project will make IL Rt. 59 safer and improve access; drivers urged to be On the lookout for new exit one mile south of existing ramp on I-55


	
	SHOREWOOD – The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) announced that a new ramp to IL Rt. 59 from northbound I-55 in Shorewood is scheduled to open over the coming weekend. IDOT expects that the new ramp will be open for use before the AM rush on Monday, Sept. 13. The existing ramp will be permanently closed once the new ramp opens up. 

The opening of the new ramp is a major milestone for the $88 million reconstruction and widening of IL Rt. 59 through the Shorewood, Joliet and Plainfield area. The project also includes construction of a new bridge over I-55. The goals of the project are to improve roadway safety, ease congestion and improve the flow of commerce in the rapidly growing area of Will County. 

The new ramp is approximately 1 mile south of the current exit ramp to IL Route 59 and includes a new bridge over I-55. 

Drivers are urged to be alert and on the lookout for exit signs marking the new exit ramp location. If drivers miss the new ramp, IDOT reminds drivers to NEVER stop or back-up on the expressway. Drivers who miss the new ramp should continue north on I-55, exit to Jefferson St./U.S. Rt. 52 and turn left (west) on Jefferson St. to the intersection of IL Rt. 59. 

Once the new ramp is open, the current ramp will be closed and the existing bridge over I-55 will be demolished.  

For more information about the project, please visit the IL Route 59 website at: http://www.dot.il.gov/IL59/index.
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