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Items of National Interest

Â The Economy

Â Safety and Security of Our Citizens

Â Global Competiveness

Â Energy Independence



What should be the National Interest 

in Surface Transportation????

Â The Interstate Highway System

Â 47,000 miles

Â The National Highway System

Â 163,000 miles

Â Highways currently eligible for Federal-aid

ÂOne million miles of urban and rural roadways



What should be the National Interest 

in Surface Transportation????
Â Bridges on the NHS

Â 109,000

Â All bridges open to the public

Â 600,000

Â Existing Metropolitan Areas
Â Population > 50,000

Â 384 areas

Â Areas with a higher threshold
Â Population > 500,000

Â 84 Areas



What should be the National Interest 

in Surface Transportation????

Â Highway Safety
ÂOver 40,000 Americans die each year

Â Reducing Congestion
Â Billions of dollars lost each year

Â Research and Technology Transfer
Â Focus on National Priorities



What should be the National Interest 

in Surface Transportation????

Â Environmental Stewardship

ÂNatural and Human Environment

Â Other Transportation Modes

Â Transit

Â Intercity Rail

Â Bike and Pedestrian Facilities

Â Others ?????



Before we debate that question letôs 

talk about the MONEY

Â Status of the Highway Trust Fund

ÂOutlays outpacing receipts

ÂSAFETEA-LU

ÂGas Prices

Â It is no longer fiscally sustainable

Â To remain solvent, significant changes are required

$$$$$
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A PROPOSAL FROM THE 

CURRENT ADMINISTRATION

REFOCUS. REFORM. RENEW.

A New Transportation Approach for America



Six Major Themes

Â More focused Federal role
Â Consolidation of programs and funding

Â Emphasis on interstate commerce and metropolitan area 
congestion

Â Increased State/municipal flexibility

Â More rational investment decisions
Â B/C analysis and performance measures

Â More efficient pricing and leveraging of federal 
resources

Â Data/technology approach to safety

Â More efficient/effective environmental stewardship


