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ACS Summary File

The Census Bureau encourages users to compare ACS data with data from
Census 2000 and previous ACS releases. Guidance is needed before
drawing conclusions because in some instances comparisons could be
misleading due to differences in questions or methods. This page provides
three forms of guidance - general guidance, item-specific guidance, and
examples. For all comparisons of differing time periods, users should take
into consideration that geographic boundaries for the area of interest may
have changed.

General Guidance

Our general guidance for comparing 2007 ACS data with data from the 2006
ACS and with Census 2000 is provided below.

Although the ACS produces population, demographic and housing estimates,
it is the Census Bureau's Population Estimates Program that produces and
disseminates the official estimates of the population for the nation, states,
counties, cities and towns and estimates of housing units for states and |
counties. The ACS should be used to examine housing, demographic, social,
and economic characteristics of the population.

Comparing 2007 ACS Data to 2006 ACS Data - The Census Bureau
supports comparisons made between 2006 and 2007 ACS data, however,
substantial changes in the ACS GQ estimates can impact ACS estimates of
total population characteristics. This is especially true for areas where either
the GQ population is a substantial proportion of the total population or where
the GQ population may have very different characteristics than the total
population as a whole.

Beginning this year a new data product for 1-year estimates, the comparison
profiles, will be available for geographic areas with a population of 65,000 or
more. The comparison profiles display the percent distribution of 2007 and
2006 ACS data for selected demographic, social, economic, and housing
characteristics. They also display estimates of ratio and medians for a small
number of characteristics. In addition, differences that are statistically
significant at the 90 percent confidence level are indicated by an "'. For more
information, please see the Quick Guide. However, in some instances,
caution should be used in making comparisons. See Item-Specific Guidance |
for more details. 1

Comparing 2007 ACS Data to Census 2000 Data - There are global I
differences that exist between the 2007 ACS and Census 2000. These i
include differences in residence rules, universes, and reference periods. For |
example, the 2007 ACS uses a "two-month” residence rule - defined as
anyone living for more than two months in the sample unit when the unit is
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interviewed whereas Census 2000 used a "usual residence” rule - defined as
the place where a person lives or stays most of the time.

The Census Bureau subject malter specialists have reviewed all of these
factors and have determined thal for most population and housing subjects,
comparisons can be made.

ltem-Specific Guidance

Specific item-level guidance is provided in the table below. This table
identifies all items included in the ACS. Scroll down the first column to find
the item of interest. Specific guidance is given for each item on comparing
2007 ACS data with data from Census 2000 and with data from the 2006
ACS. Selecting "more info” links you to a detailed explanation of why we
recommend to "Compare with Caution” or "Do Not Compare” the data.
Generally, when it is recommended to "Compare" the data, no additional
information is provided. However, in cases where additional information is
needed, it is provided. Selecting "table crosswalk" links you to information
that identifies the 2006 ACS detailed tables for a specific item and the
corresponding tables in the Census 2000 Summary File (SF 3) for that item.
In most cases, the 2007 and 2006 ACS detailed tables are structured exactly
the same as the SF 3 table. However, there are some instances in which the
ACS tables show more detail or show less detail than the SF 3 table.

Because the 2007 ACS detailed tables do not largely differ from the 2006
ACS detailed tables, the "table crosswalk," which compares 2006 ACS
detailed tables to SF 3 tables, was not updated. Therefore, to determine if a
2007 ACS detailed table is directly comparable to a SF3 table, the 2006
"table crosswalk” should be used.

For a complete list of changes between the 2007 ACS and the 2006 ACS
delailed tables, please see "list of changes between 2006 and 2007 detailed
tables" (Excel file.)

For guidance on comparing 2006 ACS to other data source, go to Guidance
on Comparing 2006 ACS Data to Cther Sources

Examples

"Examples” are provided to demonstrate how one would navigate through
the web site to get guidance on a particular item of interest.

Subject Arealltem* Comparing 2007 ACS with Census 2000 Comparing 2007 ACS with 2006 ACS
Age and Sex (01)
Age Compare with Caution more info |Compare more info
table crosswalk
Sex Compare more info |Compare rore info
lable crosswalk
Race (02)
Race Compare more info ] Compare more info
table crosswalk
Hispanic Origin (03)
Hispanic or Latino Compare maore info | Compare more info
Origin table crosswalk
Ancestry (04)
Ancestry Compare more info|Compare more info
table crosswalk
Foreign Born; Citizenship; Year of Entry; Nativity (05)
Citizenship Status Compare more info| Compare mare info
table crosswalk
Nativity Compare more info | Compare mare info
lable crosswalk
Year of Entry Compare more info ] Compare — more info
No comparable detailed tables published
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Subject Arealltem* Comparing 2007 ACS with Census 2000 Comparing 2007 ACS with 2006 ACS |
Place of Birth |
Residence 1 Year Ago: Migration (07) |
Residence 1 Year Do Not Compare more info | Compare more infa] |
Ago (Migration) No comparable delailed tables published f‘
Journey to Work; Workers; Commuting (08) .
Means of Compare more info | Compare more info] |
Transportation to Work table crosswalk

Place of Work Compare more info{Compare more info ,

table crosswalk :

Private Vehicle Compare moreinfo | Compare more infa] |
Occupancy table crosswalk |

Time Leaving Home |Compare more mfo]Compare more info

table crosswalk

Travel Time to Work |Compare more info | Compare more info

table crosswalk |
Children; Household Relationship (09) |

Relationship to Compare more info | Compare more info
Householder lable crosswalk ) i
Grandparent; Grandchildren (10) i

Grandparents as Compare more info| Compare more info| |
Caregivers table crosswaik
Household Type; Family Type; Subfamilies (11) .

Household/Family Compare more info | Compare more info |
Type table crosswalk |

Subfamilies Compate with Caution more info] Compare more‘info| |

table crosswalk
Marital Status (12)
Marital Status Compare more info jCompare more info
table crosswalk ¢
Fertility (13)
Fertility Do Not Compare more info| Compare more info
No comparable detailed tables published
School Enroliment (14)

Type of School & Compare moare info |Compare more info
School Enroliment table crosswalk
Educational Attainment (15)

Educational Compare more info | Compare more info
Attainment table crosswalk i
Language Spoken at Home and Ability to Speak English (16)

Ability to Speak Compare more info | Compare more info
English table crosswalk [

Language Spoken at |Compare more info | Compare more info| |
Home table crosswalk
Poverty (17)

Poverty Status of Compare with Caution more info | Compare with Caution more info
Families and People in table crosswalk
Families

Poverty Status of Al |Compare with Caution more info | Compare with Caution maore info ;
People in the Poverty table crosswalk {
Universe |
Disability (18)

Disability Going Out / | Do Not Compare more info |Compare more info| |
Working No comparable detailed tables published i

Disability Learning / |Do Not Compare more info | Compare more info] |
Dressing No comparable detailed tables published

Disability Vision / Do Not Compare more info | Compare more info
Hearing / Physical No comparable detailed tables published
Income {Households and Families) (19) '

|
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When Do We Get American Community
Survey Data?

The American Community Survey has been in a
development phase since 1996. Beginning with tests
in four sites, the Census Bureau expanded the survey

to every state in 2000.

You can find data products for the United States, the
states, and the District of Columbia on the Census

Bureau's Web site at www.census.qgov/acs/www.

Also, that is where you can find data for many sub-

state areas with populations of 250,000 or more.

Hundreds of detailed tables from the latest American
Community Survey are posted on the Census Bureau’s
American FactFinder®. On wwawv.census.gay, click

American FactFinder®, then Data Sets, then American

Community Survey, then Detailed Tables.

The American Community Survey will be conducted
throughout the United States and in Puerto Rico. The
American Commun‘ity Survey will provide data for the
same areas that received Census 2000 long-form

data, and these data will be updated every year.

Data for the Previous Year Released in the Summer of:

R TR Population
Type of Data | Size of Area

2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009 | 2010+

Annual estimates | >250,000

Annual estimates | 265,000

3-year averages >20,000

5-year averages Census Tract
and Block
Group*

Data reflect American Community Survey testing through 2004

* Census tracts are small, relatively permanent statistical subdivisions of a county averaging about 4,000 inhabitants.
Census block groups generally contain between 600 and 3,000 people. The smallest geographic level for which
data will be produced is the block group; the Census Bureau will not publish estimates for small numbers of people
or areas if there is a probability that an individual can be identified.
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