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ÅImportance and Status of Bridges

ÅñBridging the Gapò

ÅI-35W Collapse and Aftermath

Fall Planning Meeting



3,951,098 miles of pavement

16,022 miles of bridges back-to-back (0.41%)

599,766 bridges



138,372 miles of pavement

609 miles of bridges back-to-back (0.44%)

25,998 bridges



ñAll those miles of roads are 

nothing more than very long 

approach pavements to all our 

bridgesò
Ralph Anderson

IDOT State Bridge Engineer



Structurally Deficient Bridges

72,520 SD Bridges Nationwide

2,501 SD Bridges in Illinois



Functionally Obsolete Bridges

79,804

FO Bridges Nationwide

1,840

FO Bridges in Illinois



Bridges are IMPORTANT !!



Illinois Bridges

Å8,000 State Bridges

ÅFY 09-14

ïImprove 5,264 miles of pavement

ïReplace or Rehabilitate 905 bridges

ÅFY 09 Annual Program

ïImprove 626 miles of pavement

ïReplace or Rehabilitate 149 bridge

ÅMeans ñtouchingò each bridge every 53 yrs



Major River Bridges

Å74 bridges over major rivers

( Mississippi, Ohio, Wabash, Illinois, Des Plaines )

ÅCombined total of 11,000,000 sq ft deck area

( 14% of the total bridge inventory )

ÅCarry almost 1,200,000 vehicles / day

ÅCarry over 170,000 trucks / day

ÅAverage age = 49 years

ÅAverage Sufficiency Rating = 62.0

ÅAverage detour length = 23 miles

ÅEstimated replacement cost = $6 billion 

$10-12 billion - Many would be widened to 4 or more 
lanes when replaced.  Include interchanges and 
approach roadway work - $25-$35 billion???



ñRecentlyò Replaced 

Bridges



Alton



Quincy 

Bayview



McKinley



McKinley



Burlington



Cape 

Girardeau



Morris



Shippingsport



Jefferson 

Barracks



Hutsonville



Hannibal



Replacements 

Coming Up



I-74





The New Mississippi 

River Bridge





Beardstown



Meredosia


