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Gov. Blagojevich awards $2.2 million for new Paratransit vehicles in Southern Illinois

Vans provide transportation for elderly persons and persons with disabilities

SPRINGFIELD - Governor Rod R. Blagojevich today awarded $2.2 million for the purchase of 42 ramp and lift equipped vehicles that will help elderly persons and persons with disabilities to 19 local government and social service agencies in Southern Illinois.  To date, $11.4 million from Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) has been awarded to 146 agencies statewide.

“For people with limited access to transportation, paratransit services may be the only option for them to get to important appointments outside their homes,” Gov. Blagojevich said.  “With these grants, we can make sure paratransit vehicles are upgraded to accommodate needs of their passengers and get them to their destinations safely.”
The funding is allocated based on a competitive application process by IDOT’s Division of Public and Intermodal Transportation, which is responsible for supporting public and specialized transportation efforts throughout the state.

“Supporting local efforts to provide transportation for elderly and disabled persons is an integral part of IDOT’s mission,” said Acting IDOT Secretary Milt Sees. “We are very pleased to partner with these local agencies to create improved transportation options and to help improve the quality of life for thousands of people across the state. “

Almost $1.4 million of the funding comes directly from the state, with the remainder coming from federal matching grants. 
Following are the agencies that received an award in IDOT Region 5:

	
	
	
	AWARD

	COUNTY
	AGENCY NAME
	                                           VEHICLE AWARDS
	TOTAL

	Bond
	Bond County 
	2
	 $         65,128 
	

	Hardin
	Rides Mass Transit District 
	7
	 $       543,355 
	

	Jackson
	Jackson County Mass Transit District
	1
	 $         32,564 
	

	 
	Senior Adult Services
	1
	 $         32,564 
	

	Madison
	Beverly Farm Foundation
	1
	 $         32,564 
	

	 
	Challenge Unlimited, Inc.
	2
	 $       105,746 
	

	 
	Residential Options, Inc.
	2
	 $         93,732 
	

	Marion
	South Central Illinois Mass Transit District 
	5
	 $       252,351 
	

	 
	South Central Illinois Mass Transit District 
	2
	 $       163,494 
	

	Monroe
	Human Support Services
	2
	 $         65,128 
	

	Perry
	Five Star Industries, Inc.
	2
	 $         93,732 
	

	Pulaski
	Shawnee Mass Transit District 
	3
	 $       140,598 
	

	Randolph
	Human Service Center of Southern Metro East
	2
	 $       134,620 
	

	 
	Monroe Randolph Transit District
	2
	 $       105,746 
	

	St. Clair
	Epilepsy Foundation of Southwestern Illinois 
	1
	 $         32,564 
	

	 
	St. Clair Associated Vocational Enterprises, Inc.
	2
	 $       134,620 
	

	 
	St. Clair County Transit District 
	1
	 $         65,128 
	

	 
	Touchette Hospital
	1
	 $         32,564 
	

	Williamson
	Williamson County
	2
	 $         93,732 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 $    2,219,930 
	


A complete list of recipients can be found on the IDOT Web site at www.dot.state.il.us.
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