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Governor Quinn Announces Chicagoland Area to Receive $10 Million for Enhancement Projects
$22 Million Awarded to Communities Statewide
CHICAGO – December 18, 2009. Governor Pat Quinn today announced communities in the Chicagoland-area will benefit from approximately $10 million in enhancement funds for landscaping and beautification projects. The funding is a part of the Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program (ITEP), a federally funded program designed to improve the quality of life in Illinois by promoting alternative transportation, such as bike and hike trails, streetscape and beautification, and preserving transportation resources. The latest round of awards includes 68 projects totaling $22 million.

“Our local communities are at the core of what makes Illinois great,” said Governor Quinn. “Thanks to this federal funding, communities across Illinois will have the resources to beautify their streets, develop bike paths or improve hiking trails.”

ITEP provides federal funds to develop alternative transportation and preserve visual and cultural resources. The funds are awarded competitively and any local or state government with taxing authority is eligible to apply. Local matching funds are required and work must begin on the projects within three years.  

“We are very happy to inform these communities that they’re recipients of the ITEP funds,” said Transportation Secretary Gary Hannig. “This money will go towards beautifying and enhancing local communities statewide to make for a better place to work, live and raise a family.”

In September, Governor Quinn announced $20 million dollars from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) would fund 27 alternative transportation projects across the state. The grants were also a part of the Illinois Transportation Enhancement Program (ITEP).

ITEP Financial Breakdown for IDOT District 1: 
· Lighthouse Park District - Preservation of 
Grosse Point Lighthouse - $165,600

· Niles - Milwaukee Avenue Corridor Improvements - $520,000

· Park Forest - IL 30, Lincoln Highway Corridor Streetscape - $117,840

· North Riverside - Tree Planting Program (GS) - $28,440

· Hillside - Mannheim Road Streetscape & IL 290 Bridge Improvements (GS) - $270,310

· Chicago DOT - Chicago Green Streets Tree-Planting Initiative, Mid South Area (GS) -
$796,000

· Des Plaines - Rand Road ITEP Tree Enhancement (GS) - $115,200

· Melrose Park - Division Street Enhancements - $895,100

· Park Ridge - Uptown Streetscape,Touhy Avenue (Route 72) & Northwest Highway -
$320,800
· Oak Forest - Cicero Avenue Green Streets Project - $41,660

· Bolingbrook - IL 53 Planter Boxes and Irrigation - $711,700

· River Grove - Grand Avenue Corridor Streetscape - $963,000

· Bellwood - The Washington Boulevard Project & Prairie Path Revitalization Plan (GS) -
$61,630

· Vernon Hills - IL 21 Median Island Landscape/ Scenic Beautification - $81,170

· Elmwood Park - Belmont Scenic & Safety- Streetscape Project - $322,280

· Lincolnshire - Corridor Enhancement Project along IL 22, CRW24 and Old Half Day Road -
$684,500 

· Evanston - Tree Replacement Project (GS) - $36,000
· Park City - Greenleaf Avenue Sidewalk and Lighting - $542,790
· Evanston - Chicago Avenue Streetscape- Improvement - $800,460
· Buffalo Grove - Dundee Road Sidewalk - $412,940
· Carpentersville - Maple Avenue Bike path and Roadway Lighting Project - $374,770
· Carol Stream - West Branch DuPage River - $438,000
· Bartlett - Depot Museum: Operation Station Restoration - $344,450
· IHPA - Restoration & Interpretation of Pullman - Advance Car & Factory Exhibit Bay- Illinois 
Historic Preservation Agency - $1,336,800 

For more information on the ITEP program visit http://www.dot.state.il.us/opp/itep.html.
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