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Quinn Administration Announces New Interchange Funded by American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 

Project Aims to Alleviate Traffic Congestion in Metro East Community 

TROY – Officials from Governor Pat Quinn’s administration announced today that the project along the I-55/I-70 and IL 162 Interchange near Troy will begin on Monday.  The $23.5 million project is funded by the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) and will be utilized for the removal of the existing bridge at the interchange, construction of a new bridge and a single-point interchange to increase the fluid movement of traffic. 

In addition, the existing frontage roads will be relocated, new traffic signals will be added and the installation of new lighting will accommodate the entire interchange reconstruction project. 
“We’re happy to announce that this project will eventually save time, reduce fuel costs for motorists and most importantly improve safety in the area,” said IDOT Secretary Gary Hannig.  “This highway project is one of many statewide funded by ARRA that has helped put contractors back to work and improve the quality of life for Illinois residents.”

During the construction of this project, drivers should expect congestion and delays on IL 162 and various lane restrictions on I-55/I-70.  
Drivers are urged to use caution and watch for workers and equipment while traveling though all work zones.

This project was let on June 12 and is expected to be complete late summer of 2012.
“The construction of the new 5 lane Center Point bridge will be a major transportation and safety improvement for the residents of the entire Troy area,” said Troy Mayor Tom Caraker, Sr.  “The existing bridge is far outdated for its current traffic count and was never designed to handle the massive use it is currently handling.  The improved access to our community will provide enhanced retail and commercial growth, which relates to jobs and additional revenues for the City of Troy.”
As a result of the federal stimulus package, 193 highway projects have been started and 40 completed, with $180 million paid out to contractors and consultants.  To date, 268 highway contracts have been awarded totaling approximately $552 million.
Earlier this year, Governor Quinn signed the $3 billion Jump Start Capital Plan and the $31 billion Illinois Jobs Now! plan, both designed to help revive the state’s ailing economy and create and retain hundreds of thousands of jobs during the next six years.
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