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Executive Summary 
 

 

 

The year 2008 was the safest for travel in Illinois since 1923.  Fatalities dropped to 1,043, the lowest 
number in 85 years.  Although the past few years have been the safest, far too many people are 
being killed on our roadways.  With that in mind, the Fiscal Year (FY) 2010 Highway Safety 
Performance Plan (HSPP) will continue with aggressive highway safety programs to keep the 
reduction in fatalities on a downward trend.  
 
The Illinois Department of Transportationôs (IDOT) main goals are to reduce fatalities and injuries on 
Illinoisô roadways.  The FY 2010 HSPP will continue with more enforcement grants than ever before, 
both sustained and high-visibility, with local and state law enforcement agencies, paid media for 
mobilizations and motorcycle awareness, teen traffic safety outreach, new performance measures 
to guide our programs, an Occupant Protection Assessment, an impaired driving incentive program, 
training of judges with IDOTôs Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutorôs and continued collaboration with 
Illinoisô highway safety partners.  The passage of the federal highway bill Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act:  A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) continues to give 
IDOT the ability to fund additional highway safety programs to help change the behavior of drivers 
on Illinois roadways. 
 
This FY 2010 Illinois Highway Safety Performance Plan is guided by the Division of Traffic Safetyôs 
missioné 
 

 As part of the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT), the  

Division of Traffic Safetyôs mission is to formulate, coordinate and  

deliver information, services and programs which will mobilize 

public and private resources to establish effective public policy 

and integrated programs to improve highway safety in Illinois. 
 
This plan represents the Illinois Department of Transportationôs annual initiatives designed to carry 
out its mission. 
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Key Accomplishments 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1 shows the motor vehicle fatality rate per 100 million vehicle miles of travel 
since 1985.  The fatality rate has decreased from 2.2 in 1985 to 0.99 in 2008.  The 
2008 fatality rate represented the lowest fatality rate since 2007.  Illinois is below 
the national average of 1.27 per 100 million VMT.  The main contributing factors to 
the reduction in the fatality rate continue to be effective impaired driving and safety 

belt campaigns.  

 

Data Source: FARS 
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Figure 2 shows occupant restraint usage rate for all front seat occupants (drivers and 
passengers) observed in Illinois since 1985.  During the first 12 months after the safety belt 
law came into effect, the observed usage rate increased from 15.9 percent to 36.2 percent.  
Since that time, the usage rate has shown a gradual increase.  After the implementation of 
the primary safety belt law in 2003, usage rates increased from 76.2 percent to an all-time 
high of 91.7 percent by June 2009. 

 
 

Data Source: Annual Observational Survey 
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Figure 3 shows the alcohol-related motor vehicle fatality rate since 2004.  This rate is an 
imputed number due to the large number of fatal crashes for which driver BAC is unknown.  
Illinoisô alcohol-related fatal crash rate has dropped from 0.56 in 2004 to 0.46 in 2008 with 
the biggest decrease between years occurring in 2007 and 2008 when the rate dropped from 
0.53 to 0.46.  These rate decreases are mainly due to lower overall alcohol-related fatalities. 

 

 
 

Data Source: FARS 
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FUNDING AREAS 
 

 
 
On August 10, 2005, the President of the United States signed into law the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act:  A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU).  SAFETEA-LU 
represents the largest surface transportation investment in our Nationôs history.  Two landmark bills 
brought surface transportation into the 21

st
 century, the Intermodal Surface Transportation 

Efficiency Act of 1999 (ISETEA) and the Transportation Equity Act for the 21
st
 Century (TEA-21) 

shaped the highway program to meet the nationôs changing transportation needs.  SAFETEA-LU 
builds on this firm foundation, supplying the funds and refining the programmatic framework for 
investments needed to maintain and develop our vital transportation infrastructure. 
 
A general description of each program and estimated funding levels for FY 2010 are as follows: 
 

Highway Safety Funds Base Program 
 
Section 402:  SAFETEA-LU reauthorized the state and community highway safety formula grant 
program (Section 402 of Chapter 4 of Title 23) to support state highway safety programs designed 
to reduce traffic crashes and resulting deaths and injuries, and property damage.  A state may use 
these grant funds only for highway safety purposes; at least 40 percent of these funds are to be 
used to address local traffic safety problems.  The balance of these grant funds are awarded to 
other state agencies and for program administration. 


