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Designate a Sober Driver.





2008 Holiday Talking Points
You Drink & Drive.  You Lose

Impaired Driving Will Not Be Tolerated This Holiday Season
Key Messages: 

· Impaired driving is a deadly crime still prevalent throughout America and especially young males age 21 to 34.

· To crack down on impaired driving — law enforcement in Illinois and every state will be out in record numbers this holiday season.

· More than $30 million in state and federal funds will be spent on radio and television advertising in support of this year’s holiday season impaired-driving crackdown.  Also, $20 million will be spent to step up law enforcement.

· In Illinois, nearly $1 million will be spent on additional enforcement patrols.

National Statistics: 

· All 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico have established a threshold making it illegal to drive with a blood alcohol concentration of 0.08 or higher.

· Yet in 2007, 12,998 people were killed in U.S. highway crashes involving a driver with an illegal BAC of 0.08 or higher, according to National Highway Traffic Safety Administration statistics. 

· During the month of December 2007, 3,235 people were killed in crashes on America’s roadways.   Of that number, 992 people were killed in crashes that involved a driver with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of 0.08 or higher. 
Illinois Statistics: 

· According to the Illinois Department of Transportation’s Division of Traffic Safety, during the Christmas and New Year’s holidays in 2007, 9 people were killed in crashes that involved a driver who had been drinking.  This was 38% of the 24 total fatalities that occurred during these holidays last year.

· In Illinois in 2007, NHTSA estimates 434 people died in alcohol-related crashes where the driver was at 0.08 BAC or above.

Soundbites:

· Impaired driving is not an accident —it is careless disregard for human life. 

· Each year, more than 13,500 die on our roads due to impaired driving. That would equal more than 33 jumbo jets crashing each year.

· No one should ever get that late-night knock on the door from law enforcement telling you that an impaired driver has killed your loved one.  

